PORT SHELDON TOWNSHIP

16201 Port Sheldon Street, West Olive, Ml 49460
Telephone 616-399-6121 Fax 616-399-7173
www.portsheldontwp.org | info@portsheldontwp.org

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

April 22, 2026
Call to Order: 5:00 by Steve Grilley
Roll Call: Present: Lori Stump, Del Petroelje, Duke DelLeeuw, Steve Grilley,

Patrick Kelderhouse, Nicole Timmer & Bill Monhollon
Absent: None
Staff present: Ryan Capson, Andrew Moore, Cate Wiler

Approve Minutes from March 25, 2026:
Motion: Del Petroelje
Support: Duke DelLeeuw
Motion carried 7-0 via voice vote

Approve Agenda: Motion to move New Business ahead of Old Business and eliminate
item 9b.
Motion: Duke DelLeeuw
Support: Patrick Kelderhouse
Motion carried 7-0 via voice vote

Communications: 1 letter from Cheryl Bellinger expressing concerns about the rezoning
application.

Zoning Administrator Updates: None
Public Comments: None

New Business:

9a. Public Hearing - Rezoning Application for Parcel# 70-11-04-200-019 & Parcel# 70-11-04-200-072,
from R-1 Residential to Agricultural. Jack VanSlooten spoke regarding the height he needs to
store his RV would require a rezoning to AG-1. He explained that he is not interested in having
animals within his barn.

1. Public comment -
a. William Bellinger, 9568 Lakeshore Dr. West Olive, Ml 49464 — He does not have a
problem with a barn but doesn’t want it rezoned because of what it opens for
future landowners could be detrimental to property values.



b. Doug Smith, 9595 Lakeshore Dr.,, West Olive, MI 49464 — Neighbor expressing his
support for the pole barn that meets the needs of their RV Storage.
Public comment closed.

2. Andy Moore stated that the request is to rezone back to AG instead of R1. The zoning
ordinance doesn’t contain specific standards for rezoning. The first consideration would
be the master plan and that land designation is AG. The request would be consistent
with the recommended land use. Moore said that the Commission must also consider
existing and future land uses, and all the land uses that are allowable in the proposed
district. Stump asked if this application should have been presented to the ZBA instead
for a variance to allow a larger barn. Moore stated that this situation likely would not
have shown any kind of hardship or difficulty with compliance to the ordinance, it just
limits the ability to have a larger barn.

3. Motion to recommend to the township board to rezone property from R1 to AG.

a. Motion: DelLeeuw
b. Support: Del Petroelje
c. Motion carried 7-0 via voice vote

9b. Public Hearing — SLU application for a Sports Barn larger than is allowed. Parcel# 70-11-02-
200-007, Shaun Page asking for permission to build a sports barn that would be taller than the

allowed 20 ft, and larger than is permitted in the AG-1 district at 7,000 sq ft. Worked with
neighbor on placement and location of the barn and Scott Tonks of 15219 Stanton St, West
Olive, MI 49460 wrote a letter stating his support. The barn will include a gym, kitchen,
bathroom, office and common area. He owns 20 acres and the home sits in the middle of the
parcel. For future sales, it would limit the ability to split the property. He intends for the
exterior to match the aesthetics of his home. The height will be 18" walls, 26 height and 32’3’
peak. This request is for the height needed for a basketball arc when shooting hoops. There are
existing mature trees that will block the view from neighbors.

The public hearing opened. No comments were made., so the public hearing was closed

Moore stated that the request goes beyond the ordinance limitation of a maximum area of
4,000 sq ft and the maximum height limit of 20 ft. They will exceed the sq ft by 3,000 sq ft
and 5-10 ft in height. In terms of aesthetics, it will not be visible from the road or

neighbors, so this is not a large concern. Moore's memo recommended approval with 4
conditions

Motion to recommend the SLU application with the following 4 conditions:

e No demolition or earthwork shall be undertaken on the site until all appropriate permits
have been secured consistent with this site plan approval and copies of such permits
have been submitted to the Township.

e Priorto the issuance of any Township permits, the applicant shall have paid all
application, permit, and other fees related to the request.

¢ No commercial activities shall occur in the building.

e The building shall not be used as a dwelling unit.
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a. Motion: Kelderhouse
b. Support: Stump
c. Motion carried 7-0 via voice vote

9c¢. Shooting Range Discussion — Moore shared that he talked with Ron Bultje today and there
really isn't much out there in terms of zoning changes. There isn't much that we can do
enforcement-wise other than contacting the Sheriff for concerns for safety. The Township
Board can enact an ordinance but that would not be in the Planning Commission’s purview,

1. Dell suggested a reminder in the newsletter to be careful when shooting.

2. Grilley asked about the noise ordinance but Moore said that existing ordinance prohibits
noise at nighttime but there is little enforceable outside of that.

3. Moore stated there isn't a great regulatory issue here in terms of zoning, but it may be a
good idea to add it to the newsletter as a reminder to have a good backstop and make
sure the weapon is sighted in.

Adjourn: Grilley adjourned the meeting at 5:51 pm.

X Foi Sy

Lori Stump
Secretary
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