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PORT SHELDON TOWNSHIP 
16201 Port Sheldon Street, West Olive, MI 49460 
Telephone 616-399-6121   Fax 616-399-7173 
www.portsheldontwp.org  |  info@portsheldontwp.org

 

Planning Commission Meeting Agenda 
June 24, 2026 at 5:00 PM 

1. Call to Order:

2. Roll Call:

3. Approve Minutes:  May 27, 2026 PC Meeting

4. Approve Agenda:

5. Communications:

6. Zoning Administrator Updates:

7. Public Comments:

8. Old Business:
a. Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Discuss Revisions

9. New Business:

a. Annual review of Lakeshore Sand Mine Parcel# 70-11-12-100-031

10. Adjournment:

http://www.portsheldontwp.org/
mailto:info@portsheldontwp.org
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Public Hearing Procedure 

A public hearing conducted by the Planning Commission shall be run in an orderly and timely fashion.  This shall 
be accomplished by the following procedure.  This procedure may be modified at the discretion of the 
Chairperson based on the type and character of the hearing. 

1. The Chairperson of the Planning Commission shall announce that a public hearing will be conducted on a
request.

2. The Chairperson shall read the public hearing announcement as published in the newspaper and also give a
brief description of the hearing subject and any history if necessary.  This step may be deferred to another
member of the Planning Commission.

3. The Chairperson shall announce the following hearing rules

a) This is a public hearing designed to receive comments on the above subject.  Only comments regarding
this subject will be accepted.

b) All persons wishing to comment shall be given an opportunity.

c) Any person wishing to speak shall first be recognized by the Chairperson.

d) This person shall, state their name and address, and make comments directly to the Chairperson.

e) Each person speaking shall limit their comments to three (3) minutes.

f) Everyone shall have an opportunity to speak before someone is allowed to speak a second time, as time
permits.

g) If at any time during the hearing, the Chairperson feels no other relevant comments are being stated or
the public is out of order, the Chairperson may close the public hearing.  The Chairperson may at their
discretion, terminate unreasonably repetitive, irrelevant, or lengthy comments which are nonproductive to
the purpose at hand.

4. The Chairperson shall officially open the hearing and state the purpose of the hearing is to receive public
input regarding the subject.  If the chairperson desires to answer questions, or direct someone to answer a
question, this may be done at the discretion of the Chairperson.

5. During the hearing, the Chairperson or their designee shall read any correspondence received.  This can be
worked in between public comments.

6. Once all public comments have been stated, the Chairperson shall close the hearing.  Any voting member of
the Planning Commission may initiate an action to close the hearing.
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Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  
May 27, 2026 

 
Call to Order:  5:00 by Steve Grilley 
 
Roll Call:  Present: Lori Stump, Del Petroelje, Duke DeLeeuw, Steve Grilley, 

Nicole Timmer & Bill Monhollon 
    Absent: Patrick Kelderhouse 
    Staff present: Ryan Capson, Andrew Moore, Cate Wiler 
 
Approve Minutes from April 22, 2026: 
 Motion:  Bill Monhollon  
 Support: Duke DeLeeuw 
 Motion carried 6-0 via voice vote 
 
Approve Agenda:  Motion to move New Business ahead of Old Business 
 Motion: DeLeeuw 
 Support: Petroelje 
 Motion carried 6-0 via voice vote 

Communications: None 

Zoning Administrator Updates: None 

Public Comments:  

1. Dawn Kragt, 6928 Helena Ave. lives in Port Sheldon Beach Association and presented 
pictures showing garbage cans that are left out along the roadway year-round. She 
presented evidence of 12-13 garbage bins line up along the roadside. They are using 
the space as a stationary dumpster but the bins are tipping over and critters are getting 
into the bins and tipping the bins over. She presented ordinances from Park township, 
Holland and Grand Haven township have ordinances stating that the bins must be taken 
away from the roadside after 1 day for refuse pickup. She suggested that the Township 
draft an ordinance to address this. Commissioners agreed that this should be addressed. 
Andy Moore advised that this isn’t a planning commission issue but suggested that the 
Township Board could address it. Ms. Kragt was encouraged to attend the next Board 
meeting, and Monhollon will present this information to the board as well..  

Next steps: Bill Monhollon will present the issue to the Board of Trustees at the June 10th 
meeting and Dawn will present her photos and concerns to the Board at the June 10th 
meeting. 
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2. Sharon Van Slooten, 14641 Baldwin St. She is here to speak about the shooting range 
and the police report from the shooting that occurred at her property. This will be 
discussed under item 8a. in old business. 

New Business:  

9a. Public Hearing - Zoning ordinance amendment related to Road and Highway setbacks, yard 
encroachments, fences and private streets.  

1. Public Hearing opened and closed without comment 
2. Moore Explained the changes proposed  

a. Section 4.27 – Will be deleted completely 

b. Section 2 Yard Encroachments – revised to allow for uncovered stairs providing 
direct access to the Lake Michigan shoreline; 

c. Section 3, Fences – revised to state require a zoning permit instead of a building 
permit. Commissioners discussed this section and Capson wanted additional 
clarification was needed to eliminate conflicts and to clarify the districts that 
would be affected by the standards. Commissioners also suggested allowing for 
taller fences (10’) when they are surrounding a pickleball court, basketball court, 
etc. Moore will work up additional revisions to address these issues. 

d. Section 4, Private streets – the proposed change would require that private roads 
be centered within the private road easement. DeLeeuw felt that the road should 
be allowed to meander slightly within the easement as long as the shoulder 
remains 10’ from the easement boundary. Moore will update this language. 
Capson also suggested that staff study this change in more detail to ensure that 
additional conflicts would not be created regarding the measurement of setbacks 
and related issues. Moore will bring a revised ordinance to the next meeting. 

Old Business:  

8a. Shooting Range Discussion – Ryan recommended that if the planning commission wants to 
look into creating an ordinance that the commission invite the attorney to the next meeting for 
the discussion. The planning commission discussed that this seems to be more of a regulatory 
issue not a zoning issue.  

1. Next steps – Monhollon will communicate to the board of trustees at the next meeting 
on June 10th that the planning commission feels this item is regulatory issue not a 
zoning issue and would like the board to further discuss with the attorney.  
 

Adjourn: Grilley adjourned the meeting at 6:04 pm. 

X
Lori Stump
Secretary
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ORDINANCE NO. ____  

 

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PORT SHELDON 
TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE; TO AMEND SECTION 
4.27 RELATED TO ROAD AND HIGHWAY SETBACKS; TO 
AMEND SECTION 4.28 RELATED TO YARD 
ENCROACHMENTS; TO AMEND SECTION 4.37 RELATED 
TO FENCES’ AND TO AMEND SECRION 20.04 RELATED 
TO PRIVATE STREETS. 

 
THE TOWNSHIP OF PORT SHELDON, COUNTY OF OTTAWA, STATE OF 

MICHIGAN, ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1. Road and Highway Setbacks.  Section 4.27 of the Port Sheldon Township Zoning 
Ordinance (the “Zoning Ordinance”) is deleted in its entirety and marked “Reserved” as follows: 

Section 4.27 Reserved 

Section 2. Yard Encroachments.  Section 4.28.6 of the Zoning Ordinance shall be revised to 
state in its entirety as follows. 

6.  Uncovered walks, patios and driveways, and Parking Areas; landscaping; Fences; 
retaining walls; uncovered stairs providing direct access to the Lake Michigan shoreline; 
and similar customary and incidental Yard uses and Structures may be located in any 
required Yard. 

Section 3. Fences.  Section 4.37 of the Zoning Ordinance shall be revised to state in its 
entirety as follows. 

Section 4.37 Fences  

1. The following regulations shall apply to all Fences Erected, constructed or modified in 
Township: 

A. No Fence shall be Erected or constructed prior to the issuance of a Zoning Compliance 
Permit. In order to obtain such a permit, evidence of a survey, and evidence of Existing 
property stakes must be furnished to the Zoning Administrator. If deemed appropriate by 
the Zoning Administrator, survey stakes placed by a registered land surveyor may be 
required when the property line cannot be visually determined using Existing property 
stakes. This may be required to avoid future conflicts on the location of the proposed 
Fence.  

B. Aboveground Fences shall not contain barbed wire, electric current, or charge of 
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electricity except when used as part of a Farm operation.  

C. No Fences in the Township shall be located outside or beyond the property or Lot Lines 
of the Lot for which said improvement is placed.  

D. No Fence in the Township shall be Erected, constructed, located, or maintained which 
constitutes a traffic hazard because of obstruction of visibility.  

E. No Fences in the Township shall be Erected in any public Right-of-Way.  

F. All Fences in the Township shall be maintained to retain their original appearance, shape, 
and configuration. Elements of a Fence that are missing, damaged, destroyed, or 
deteriorated shall be replaced and repaired to maintain conformity with the original Fence 
appearance and design. 

G. Except as permitted or required elsewhere in this Ordinance, a Fence may not be Erected, 
constructed, located or maintained in a waterside Front Yard or a Side Yard of a 
Waterfront Lot. 

H. In all zoning districts, due to the design or construction of a Fence, one side of the Fence 
has a more finished appearance than the other, the side of the Fence with the more 
finished appearance shall face the exterior of the Lot. The Zoning Administrator shall 
determine the finished side of the Fence based on the situation and the type of Fence. If 
an adjoining property owner or resident disputes what the finished side is, they may file 
an appeal with the Zoning Board of Appeals to review the decision.  

I. A privacy Fence or obscuring Fence may be Erected in any zoning district not to exceed 
a height of six (6) feet to enclose a Swimming Pool, hot tub, or patio area provided the 
location of the Fence meets the Setback requirements applicable to the area to be 
enclosed. The privacy Fence may be a solid Fence and all other provisions of this Section 
shall apply.  

J. A Fence may be Erected in the AG-1 district only, not to exceed a height of ten (10) feet, 
to enclose a sports court such as a tennis court, basketball court, or pickeball court. Such 
Fence shall not be located in a Front Yard unless it is setback at least one hundred (100) 
feet from the Front Lot Line. 

K. A Fence used on a seasonal basis, such as a snow Fence, may be Erected in any zoning 
district no earlier than November 1 and shall be removed no later than April 15 of the 
immediately following year. Any temporary open wire Fence less than thirty (30) inches 
in height such as a garden Fence, may be Erected without a permit provided it complies 
with the above regulations.  

L. An existing nonconforming Fence shall be maintained in a safe condition. 

2. The follow regulations shall apply to all Fences Erected, constructed, or modified in the 
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R-1 or LSR districts: 

A. No Fence in excess of six (6) feet in height shall be Erected, constructed, located or 
maintained in the Rear or Side Yards of any zoning district, unless otherwise allowed 
by this Ordinance. 

B. No Fence in excess of forty-eight (48) inches in height and more than fifty (50) 
percent opacity shall be Erected, constructed, located, or maintained in a Front Yard.  

C. The height of a Fence shall be measured from the average grade elevation within 
thirty (30) inches of each side of the proposed Fence. 

Section 4. Private Streets.  Section 20.04.1 of the Zoning Ordinance shall be revised to state 
in its entirety as follows: 

1.  A Private Street shall be located within a Private Street easement and shall be situated 
such that the shoulder shall be at least ten (10) feet from the edge of the Private Street 
easement.. Such easement shall not be less than sixty-six (66) feet in width. At any 
dead-end of such easement, the easement shall widen such that there is a minimum 
radius of sixty (60) feet. 

Section 5. Effective Date. The foregoing amendment to the Port Sheldon Township Zoning 
Ordinance was approved and adopted by the Township Board of Port Sheldon Township, Ottawa 
County, Michigan on ____________, 2026 after a public hearing as required pursuant to Michigan 
Act 110 of 2006, as amended.  This Ordinance shall be effective on ____________, 2024, which 
date is eight days after publication of the Ordinance as is required by Section 401 of Act 110, as 
amended, provided that this effective date shall be extended as necessary to comply with the 
requirements of Section 402 of Act 110, as amended. 

 
 
 
Michael Sabatino, Meredith Hemmeke, 
Township Supervisor Township Clerk 
 

 



 

CERTIFICATE 
 

I, Meredith Hemmeke, the Clerk for the Township of Port Sheldon, Ottawa County, 

Michigan, certify that the foregoing Port Sheldon Township Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance 

was adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board held on ____________, 2026. The 

following members of the Township Board were present at that meeting: ____________________ 

_____________________________________________________.  The following members of the 

Township Board were absent: ____________________________________________. The 

Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with members of the Board: 

_______________________________________________ voting in favor and members of the 

Board: __________________________ voting in opposition.  The Ordinance or a summary of the 

Ordinance was published in the _________________________ on  , 2026. 

 
 
 
 

Meredith Hemmeke, Clerk 
Port Sheldon Township 
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