PORT SHELDON TOWNSHIP

16201 Port Sheldon Street, West Olive, Ml 49460
Telephone 616-399-6121 Fax 616-399-7173
www.portsheldontwp.org | info@portsheldontwp.org

BOARD MEETING

AGENDA
Wednesday - December 10, 2025
5:30 P.M.
Call to order
Roll Call
Pledge of allegiance
Invocation

Additions to Agenda
Approval of Agenda
Public Comment
Consent Agenda Approval
a. Approve Minutes — Regular meeting — November 12, 2025*
b. Approve Financial Report
c. Approve Correspondence
d. Approve Committee Reports*
e. Approve payment of Bills
9. Presentation — Macatawa Area Coordinating Council
10. Consider — Planning Commission Approved Zoning Ordinance Amendment — Food Trucks*
11. Consider — Resolution to amend Fee Schedule for Food Truck permit*
12. Consider — Re-appointments — Planning Commission members Steve Grilley, Patrick
Kelderhouse, and Lort Stump to 3-year term*
13. Consider — Re-appointments — Zoning Board of Appeals members Steve Grilley and Luke
LaLone to 3-year term*
14. Consider — Re-appointment — Fire Commission member Tom VanVoorst to 6-year term*
15. Consider — Lake Michigan Safety Association Buoy Support Request*
16. Review — Parks & Recreation 5 yr. draft plan*
17. Consider — Posting Parks & Rec Plan for public review period December 11-January 9, 2026
18. Consider — Auxiliary Employee wage adjustments

19. Additions to Agenda
20. Public Comment
21. Adjourn
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* Information included in packet

Next Meeting — January 14, 2026


http://www.portsheldontwp.org/
mailto:info@portsheldontwp.org

Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the

Port Sheldon Township Board
November 12, 2025 - 5:30 P.M.

—

Call to order
2. Roll Call
Present: Michael Sabatino, Meredith Hemmeke, Rachel Frantom, Luke DeVries and Bill Monhollon.
Absent: None
Also present: Attorney Ron Bultje, Shane Cole, Captain for Port Sheldon Fire Department, Pat
Staskiewicz, Ottawa County, Kristin Perkowski, Grand Haven Public Schools Superintendent, Jim
Barry, County Commissioner and 11 residents/guests.
Pledge of allegiance.
4. Invocation
Meredith Hemmeke offered the invocation.
5. Additions to Agenda:
a.” Consider-Kraft Copier Proposal
b. Consider-Tervoort Invoice for Bike Path Repair.
c. Consider-Building Inspection agreement with Supervisor
6. Approval of Agenda with additions.
Motion by DeVries to approve the agenda with additions. Supported by Monhollon and carried.
7. Public Comment:
Jim Barry, County Commissioner, presented an update.
8. Consent Agenda Approval
a. Approve Minutes
1. October 8, 2025, Regular Meeting.
b. Approve Financial Report
c. Approve Correspondence:
1. Correspondence received from a Sheldon Dunes Resident.
d. Approve Committee Reports
i. Building — Seventeen permits issued with one new home start.
il. Fire Department — Twenty-seven calls, plus two meetings.
iii. Supervisor Update-

1. Gave a summary of all the meetings held and attended in the last month,
including Ottawa County Parks, Consumers Energy, Ottawa County Road
Commission, Sheldon Dunes Water Customer Meeting, and Wyoming Water
Meeting.

2. Projects- Providing copies of Citizens Guide to Special Assessment Districts,
signs for open space land, subdivision road update, and upcoming completion
of Township Hall Renovation.

e. Approve payment of Bills
Motion by Frantom to approve the consent agenda. Supported by Hemmeke and carried.
9. Presentation- Ottawa County Public Utilities-Sheldon Dunes Draft CIP.
Pat Staskiewicz, Ottawa County, gave an overview of the information that was given during the
Sheldon Dunes Water Customer Meeting.
10. Presentation-Grand Haven Public Schools
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15.
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19.

20.

Kristin Perkowski, Grand Haven Public Schools Superintendent, gave an update about Grand Haven
Public Schools Master Plan and a summary of the happenings in the school district.

. Consider- Wyoming Water Superseding Contract.

No Action

. Review-Parks & Recreation Survey summary of Goals and Objectives.

Discussed the progress of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

. Consider- Assessor’s CAP Letter and Poverty Guidelines Resolution.

Motion by Monhollon to adopt Poverty Guidelines Resolution 2025-21. Supported by DeVries and
carried with five yes roll call votes. Ayes: Frantom, Hemmeke, Sabatino, DeVries, and Monhollon.
Nays: None.

. Consider- Agreement Township Electrical Inspector.

Motion by Hemmeke to accept the Electrical Inspection Service Agreement effective as of December
31, 2025 from Kanduit Inspection Services and authorize the clerk and supervisor to sign. Supported
by Frantom and carried with five yes roll call votes. Ayes: Monhollon, DeVries, Sabatino, Hemmeke,
and Frantom. Nays: None.
Consider-Clerk’s Letter regarding Deputy Clerk Appointment
Motion by Frantom to approve additional duties of auxiliary duties of the clerk to be performed by
the Deputy Clerk. Supported by DeVries and carried with five yes roll call votes. Ayes: Monhollon,
DeVries, Sabatino, Hemmeke, and Frantom. Nays: None.
Consider- Budget Amendment -Fire Pension Account.
Motion by Frantom to approve budget amendment increasing Fire Pension line item by $9000.
Supported by Monhollon and carried with five yes roll call votes. Ayes: Frantom, Hemmeke, Sabatino,
DeVries, and Monhollon. Nays: None:
Discuss- Cemetery Management Software options
Board directed clerk to contact the county to give a presentation on.the options that come with the
Ottawa County GIS partnered option.
Additions to Agenda:
a. Consider-Kraft Copier Proposal
Motion by Sabatino to direct clerk to contact other vendors for quotes for copiers with similar
functions. Supported by Frantom and carried.
b. Consider-Tervoort Invoice for Bike Path Repair.
Motion by Frantom to approve invoice 235 for bike path repairs. Supported by Hemmeke and
carried with five yes roll call votes. Ayes: Monhollon, DeVries, Sabatino, Hemmeke, and
Frantom. Nays: None.
c. Consider- Building Inspection Agreement with Supervisor
Motion by Monhollon to approve the Building Inspection Agreement with Supervisor and
authorize the clerk and treasurer to sign. Supported by DeVries and carried with five yes roll
call votes. Ayes: Frantom, Hemmeke, Sabatino, DeVries and Monhollon. Nays: None.
Public Comment:
Public Comment was received from two residents.
Adjourn
Motion by Monhollon to adjourn. Supported by DeVries and carried.
The meeting adjourned at 6:53 pm.
Respectfully Submitted
Meredith Hemmeke, Clerk



Building Dept. Totals 2025

JAN 7

FEB 5

MAR 11

APR 14

MAY 34

JUN 29

JUL 37

AUG 14

SEP 38

ocCT 17

NOV 13

DEC

YTD Total Permits 219

YTD Total Value S 44,297,128.00
YTD Total Fees S 140,028.15
YTD New Homes 25

YTD New Mobile Homes 0

YTD New Multi-Family Units 32

537,901.00
2,471,940.00
2,043,804.00
3,571,661.00
7,171,813.00

13,132,762.00
3,266,174.00
1,388,323.00
6,837,298.00
2,751,643.00
1,123,809.00

2,867.50
8,989.50
9,227.75
13,325.50
30,417.80
11,673.00
13,781.70
5,593.00
26,874.20
11,924.40
5,353.80
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Monthly Permit List 12/02/2025

Building
Permit # Contractor Job Address Fee Total Const. Value
PB25-190 ANDERSON THOMAS & MOIR 5025 ROSABELLE BEACH $120.00 $19,063

Work Description: TEAR OFF AND REROOF

PB25-207 DYKSTRA MICHAEL-JODI 15489 RIVER TRACE $750.00 $200,000
Work Description: BASEMENT FINISH OF PREVIOUSLY ROUGHED IN

1 BED 1 BATH
PB25-222 KHOURY JOHN 15608 RIVER WOODS $260.00 $60,000
Work Description: STORAGE GARAGE

20" X 26'
PB25-223 THOMAS DANIEL SSWENDY L 9434 WHISPERING SANDS DR $722.00 $192,000

Work Description: SINGLE FAMILY , INTERIOR REMODEL OF THE MAIN LIVING AREA INCLUDING KITCHEN.
RESTRUCTURING STAIRS.

PB25-226 DOLAN JOHN P-LAURA A 7541 MARGARET AVE $323.00 $17,000

Work Description: DEMO EXISTING AND CONSTRUCT NSFD
L85 3-1/2" X W 29' 5-1/2"
MAIN 2344 SQ FT 2ND FLOOR 1687 SQ FT
FINISHED BASEMENT 1283 SQ FT
ATTACHED GARAGE 901 SQ FT

PB25-227 MEYER KATE & CHAD 9151 HIAWATHA DR $170.00 $1,500
Work Description: WHEELCHAIR RAMP

52'X 26
PB25-228 TERVOORT CASEY 15080 MUSTANG DR $330.00 $80,000

Wortk Description: ACCESSORY BUILDING
2,100 SQ FT
50'X 42"

PB25-229 ANDERSON ARNOLD-DEBOR 6681 NORTH TOWN TRAIL $176.00 $35,272

Work Description: TEAR OFF AND REROOF

PB25-230 BRINKS PAUL J-MARISA TRUST 5841 LAKESHORE DR $609.80 $50,000
Work Description: CONVERT A PART OF BASEMENT INTO GARAGE

80" X 50'
PB25-231 ELLERBROEK NANCY G & BET 9102 STANTON PINES TRL $99.00 $13,994

Work Description: TEAR-OFF AND RE-ROOF

PB25-232 BALL JEFFRYE D-BRITTANY 9274 146TH AVE $85.00 $6,000

Work Description: HOT TUB INSTALL

PB25-233 DC LAND LL.C 9565 SHOREWAY DR $1,534.00 $423,980



Work Description: NEW CONSTRUCTION SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING
56' X 65'
MAIN 1,577 SQ FT
FINISHED BASEMENT 1,073 SQ FT
ATTACHED GARAGE 748 SQ FT

PB25-234 AT&T MOBILITY LLC 16502 CROSWELL ST CELL TOWER $175.00 $25,000
Work Description: MODIFICATION TO AT&T'S EXISTING ANTENNA EQUIPMENT ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS
TOWER
Total Permits For Type: 13
Total Fees For Type: $5,353.80
Total Const. Value For Type: $1,123,809
Zoning
Permit # Contractor Job Address Fee Total Const. Value
PZ25-097 RAUTIOLA JORDAN B 6537 HAINES LANE $85.00 $0
Work Description: STORAGE SHED
12X16
PZ25-102 DYKSTRA MICHAEL-JODI 15489 RIVER TRACE $85.00 $0
Work Description: BASEMENT FINISH OF PREVIOUSLY ROUGHED IN
1 BED 1 BATH
PZ25-118 KHOURY JOHN 15608 RIVER WOODS $85.00 80
Work Description: STORAGE GARAGE
20" X 26'
PZ25-119 THOMAS DANIEL SS-WENDY L. 9434 WHISPERING SANDS DR $85.00 $0
Work Description: SINGLE FAMILY , INTERIOR REMODEL OF THE MAIN LIVING AREA INCLUDING KITCHEN.
RESTRUCTURING STAIRS.
COST $192,000.00
P725-121 MEYER KATE & CHAD 9151 HIAWATHA DR $85.00 $0
Work Description: WHEELCHAIR RAMP
52'X 26'
PZ25-122 TERVOORT CASEY 15080 MUSTANG DR $85.00 $0
Work Description: ACCESSORY BUILDING
2,100 SQ FT
50'X 42"
PZ25-123 BRINKS PAUL J-MARISA TRUST 5841 LAKESHORE DR $85.00 $0
Work Description: CONVERT A PART OF BASEMENT INTO GARAGE
80" X 50'
PZ25-124 DC LAND LLC 9565 SHOREWAY DR $85.00 $0

Work Description:



56" X 65'

MAIN 1,577 SQ FT

FINISHED BASEMENT 1,073 SQ FT
ATTACHED GARAGE 748 SQ FT

Total Permits For Type: 8
Total Fees For Type: $680.00
Total Const. Value For Type: $0
Report Summary
‘ Grand Total Fees: $6,033.80
Population: All Records
Permit.Datelssued Between Grand Total Permits: 21

11/1/2025 12:00:00 AM AND
11/30/2025 11:59:59 PM

AND

Permit.PermitType = Building OR
Permit.PermitType = Zoning

Grand Total Const. Value: $1,123,809
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PORT SHELDON TOWNSHIP
OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PORT SHELDON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE;
TO AMEND SEC. 2.15 TO ADD A DEFINITION PERTAINING TO MOBILE FOOD
VENDING; TO AMEND ARTICLE IV TO ADD A NEW SECTION 4.09 PERTAINING TO
FOOD TRUCK PERMITS AND APPROVAL STANDARDS; TO AMEND THE C-
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO ALLOW FOOD TRUCKS AS A PERMITTED USE.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PORT SHELDON, OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:

Section 1. Amendment of Section 2.15. Section 2.15 of the Port Sheldon Township Zoning
Ordinance is amended to add the following definition in alphabetical order:

MOBILE FOOD VENDING. A business serving or offering for sale food and/or beverages from
a mobile food unit which means for purposes of this ordinance a self-contained, fully enclosed unit
including trailers.

Section 2. Amendment of Section 4.09. Section 4.09 of the Port Sheldon Township Zoning
Ordinance is amended to read in its entirety as follows:

Sec. 4.09 MOBILE FOOD VENDING.

1. Purpose and Applicability

A. Mobile food vending can provide employment and small business growth in the
Township while providing a broad range of food choices to the public. The provisions
of this section are intended to provide a proper balance between these uses that allow
brick-and-mortar restaurants to thrive while allowing for new food vending
opportunities that can add vitality to vacant parking lots and underutilized sites.

B. These provisions shall apply to businesses engaged in cooking, preparation, and
distribution of food or beverage on properties outside of the public right-of-way.

C. This section does not apply to mobile food vendors that move from place to place and
are in the same general location for less than one day at a time.

D. Further, this section does not apply to mobile food vendors that are functioning as
caterers at events such as parties, weddings, family reunions, and similar
noncommercial events and social gatherings.

E. Mobile food vending shall be permitted subject to the requirements of this Section.

2. Permit Required. A permit issued pursuant to this section required for any mobile food
vendor which will be operating on public or private property in the Port Sheldon Township.
The application for a permit shall be on forms provided by the Township Clerk and
accompanied by a fee established in the resolution of the Township Board.
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3. Approval Procedures

A.

Mobile food vendors may be permitted by right only as a temporary use in the C-
Commercial zoning district. A mobile food vendor may operate at a location for up to
one year.

. In addition to satisfying the requirements of this section, evidence of approval from the

Ottawa County Department of Public Health shall be provided for all mobile food
vending, or an equivalent license issued by the State of Michigan.

A mobile food vending stand, trailer, wagon, or vehicle shall be inspected by the Port
Sheldon Fire Department. A copy of the Fire Department inspection form shall be
submitted to the Township.

. A mobile food vending permit shall be obtained from the office of the Township clerk.

The permit shall be valid for up to one year from the date of issuance and must clearly
specify the start and end dates.

Any alcohol sales associated with a mobile food vendor shall be licensed in accordance
with the State of Michigan. Evidence of such license shall be submitted to the
Township.

Required Information. The following information shall be submitted with the application

for zoning approval for mobile food vending. The Zoning Administrator may request
additional information if deemed necessary.

A.

w

mm|g 0

Name of the applicant and business, signature, phone number, email contact, and
business address of the applicant. Application fees shall be determined by the Township
Board.

A written description of the nature of the proposed business, including the methods of
food preparation and cooking, and the frequency, duration, and hours of operation;

A trash collection and removal plan;
Self-contained source of water and power that will serve the mobile food vending unit;
Dimensioned drawings of any proposed signage;

Details of the mobile food vending unit, including the type, dimensions, elevation
drawings or photos, and details of any furniture, tent, or other physical features
associated with the proposed use;

. A dimensioned site plan showing existing and proposed site improvements, including:

1) Buildings and building setbacks;

2) The proposed location of the mobile food vending unit and any other associated
activity;

3) Existing public improvements adjacent to the site, such as fire hydrants, bus
shelters, trees and tree grates, and parking meters;

4) The nature of the property surface (e.g. asphalt, gravel, etc.);

5) The location of parking on the property, both for the mobile food vendor and any
other principal use on the property;



10.

11.
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6) Site lighting;
7) Signs;
8) Trash receptacles;

9) The location of on-site water, generator, and/or electric utilities that will serve the
mobile food vendor(s);

10) The location of existing or planned sanitary facilities;
Photographs of the site.
Proof of insurance coverage.

If proposed on private property, a letter of written consent from the property owner.

~ T T |

Copies of all necessary licenses or permits issued by the Ottawa County Department of
Public Health, Port Sheldon Fire Department, and/or State of Michigan.

Placement.

A. The mobile food vendor shall meet the setback requirements of the zoning district in
which it is located.

B. The mobile food vendor shall not operate within three hundred (300) feet of a brick and
mortar restaurant during the hours the restaurant is open to the public for businesses.

Parking Area. The area occupied by mobile food vending shall not exceed twenty (20)
percent of any required parking area. Sufficient on-site or district parking shall be provided
for each stand, trailer, wagon, or vehicle on a lot, in addition to any other required parking
for any other use(s) on the same parcel.

Public ROW and Clear Vision. Sales shall not be in public right-of-way or on public
property unless otherwise approved by the Township, and shall be outside of clear vision
areas.

Hours of Operation. Operating hours shall occur between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.

Sound. No amplified outdoor music, sound, or noise shall be permitted. Planned locations
for outdoor generators that provide power shall be identified. Use of generators may be
prohibited if it is anticipated that they may create a nuisance to neighbors due to noise,
exhaust, fumes, or vibration.

Property Maintenance. The location of the mobile food vending unit shall be kept in a
clean, sanitary, safe, and orderly manner at all times.

Revocation. Any approved stand, trailer, wagon, or vehicle on a property for the purposes
of mobile food vending shall remain in continuous operation so long as the premises is
occupied. If the mobile food vending business ceases to operate or fails to keep regular
business hours on the property for longer than four consecutive weeks, then the use shall
be considered to be abandoned and the permit may be revoked by the Zoning
Administrator. If the approval is revoked, the stand, trailer, wagon, or vehicle shall be
immediately removed from the property.
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Section 3. Amendment of Section 7.02. Section 7.02 of the Port Sheldon Township Zoning
Ordinance is amended such that the following land use is inserted in alphabetical order and reads
in its entirety as follows:

e Mobile food vending pursuant to Section 4.09.

Section 4. Severability and Captions. This Ordinance and the various parts, sections,
subsections, sentences, phrases, and clauses thereof are hereby declared severable. If any part,
section, subsection, sentence, phrase, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court
of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. The
captions included at the beginning of each Section are for convenience only and shall not be
considered a part of this Ordinance.

Section 5. Repeal. Any existing ordinance or resolution that is inconsistent or conflicts with this
Ordinance is hereby repealed to the extent of any such conflict or inconsistency.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance is ordered to take effect eight (8) days after publication
in the Holland Sentinel, a newspaper having general circulation in the Township, pursuant to the
provisions of Act 110 of 2006 as amended.

Mike Sabatino, Meredith Hemmeke,
Township Supervisor Township Clerk



Board & Commission Re-appointments
December 10™, 2025

Supervisor Re-Appointments, with Board Approval

Planning Commission (3-year term)
Steve Grilley

Lori Stump

Patrick Kelderhouse

Board Re-appointments

ZBA (3-year term)

Luke Lalone

Steve Grilley

Fire Commission (6-Year Term)
Tom Van Voorst



Dear Members of the Holland State Park Water Safety Consortium:

I am reaching out to you in hopes that some of you can assist, or will have some ideas, on
how we can provide funding for the Lake Michigan weather buoy located between Holland
and Grand Haven. |am assuming most of you are aware of this buoy and the valuable
wave and other life saving weather information that it provides to our community. What you
may not know, is that this buoy has no government funding, and our community is at risk of
losing the buoy if funding cannot be secured quickly.

The Buoy was built by engineering firm LimnoTech in 2013. LimnoTech has built many of
the weather buoys that are in use throughout the great lakes. The initial construction
costs of the buoy were funded through a grant from NOAA. The NOAA grant also covered
the first three years of operating costs. After the grant expired in 2016, the buoy has been
100% supported by private individuals and local businesses.

On average it costs $16,000 to service, maintain, repair, deploy, and retrieve the buoy each
year.

A similar buoy was built by LimnoTech for the Lake Michigan waters off South Haven. The
City of South Haven settled a lawsuitin 2014 related to a 2009 drowning. As part of that
settlement, the City of South Haven agreed to purchase and maintain a weather buoy to
provide wave and other important safety information to beach-goers and boaters. Since
2014, the city of South Haven and Van Buren County have covered nearly all of the
expenses related to this buoy.

The Buoy that serves the communities of Holland, Port Sheldon, and Grand Haven is
located in roughly 80 feet of water directly off of Port Sheldon. Local boaters, pier
fisherman and sailors can access the buoy data in a variety of ways, including through the
internet or by text message. A link to the buoy website can be accessed here: Freeboard
Technology - Home For most boaters, this is the first thing they do before deciding if they
want to venture out into the lake for the day. This buoy is accessed more than 900,000
times a season which makes it the most popular buoy in the entire Great Lakes by a factor
of two! Itis also one of the only buoys in the region that has no public funding.

When the funding ran out in 2016, LimnoTech turned to the Michigan Steelheaders, a local
group that promotes salmon fishing in the area, for help. | am a board member of the
Holland Steelheaders and along with fellow board member Brad Stephenson, we have
been feverishly working trying to generate financial support for the buoy for many

years. Initially those efforts focused on promoting GoFundMe campaigns, with small
amounts donated by fisherman in our organization. We also reached out to some local
businesses who have provided some support. Afew years ago we created the Lake
Michigan Safety Association, a 501¢c3, whose sole purpose is to promote the buoy and
provide a funding mechanism for its support.


https://data.freeboard.tech/station/45029
https://data.freeboard.tech/station/45029

Three years ago we were advised to apply for a grant through the Macatawa Area
Coordinating Council. We did that and were approved, but at the time of approval were
informed that MACC typically does not provide funding for ongoing projects, and that the
funds approved would be temporary. MACC extended that grant for a second year, but
when we applied again a few months ago, we were informed that they would not be
providing any more funding moving forward. This leaves a sizeable hole in our funding
needs.

For the 2025 operating season we are currently $6,000 short. The buoy was recently
retrieved and is awaiting servicing and repairs for the 2026 season. If we are not able to
raise the $6,000 to cover this year’s expenses, it is likely that the buoy will not be
redeployed for the 2026 season.

I am hoping that we can garner joint support from Park Township, Port Sheldon Township,
the City of Grand Haven, and Ottawa County to keep this important safety resource going
for our community.

Please reach out to me or Brad Stephenson if you have any questions, comments or ideas
on how we can provide funding for the buoy. Brad and | would love to meet with you to
answer any questions or to discuss the buoy in more detail.

Thanks.

William Sikkel & Brad Stephenson
Directors Lake Michigan Safety Associaiton

SIKKEL &
KROMMENDYK, PLC

William A. Sikkel

320 N. 120%" Ave, Ste 150
Holland, M| 49424
Office (616) 394-3025
Mobile (616) 836-7504
bsikkel@sikkellaw.com
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FEE SCHEDULE

Effective July 12, 2024

Zoning Board of Appeals and Construction Board of Appeals*
Special Meeting Request*

Special Land Use* (Private road = Special Land Use)
Special Meeting Request*
Special Land Use Review*

Small Site Plan*
Large Site Plan*

Annual inspection fee for sand mines (per inspection)
Review of Sand Mines (as required by Planning Commission) *

Rezoning Request*

PUD*

Goes before both Planning Commission and Township board
Special Meeting Request*

Plats, Subdivision and Site Condominium*

Goes before both planning Commission and Township Board
Special Meeting Request*

Pre-application conference

Private Road Name Change

Land Division Application

Zoning Compliance Permit* (per inspection)

Building Permit- “After the Fact”

Additional Building Inspections

Mobile Food Vending

Short-Term Rental (STR) Initial Registration (includes initial inspection) *

STR Annual Registration

Additional STR Inspection (Beyond Initial Inspection if required)

$500.00
$750.00

$1,000.00
$1,250.00
$100.00

$900.00
$1,200.00

$60.00
$200.00

$1,200.00
**$1,500.00
**Each board
$1,750.00
**$1,500.
**Each board
$1,750.00
$400.00
$200.00
$100.00
$60.00

Double the fee up to
$250.00

$75.00
$350.00
$350.00

$150.00
$60.00

*(Plus) fees for required engineering, planning or legal fees incurred by the township to offset township
expenses. Applicant billed for any additional expenses. The Township Supervisor would have the option of
requiring an escrow account if deemed necessary. The applicant can appeal to the township board the plus

fees that could be changed or waived by majority vote.



Approved at the Township Board Meeting




Resolution 2025-22

Authorization for Changes in
Fee Schedule

WHEREAS, Port Sheldon Township board approved an amendment to the Zoning
ordinance to permit mobile food vending (food trucks),

WHEREAS, Port Sheldon Township board does from time to time add or adjust fees for
various permits,

WHEREAS, The Port Sheldon Township Board held a regular meeting Dec 10, 2025,
deemed necessary to adjust fees, and approved a new fee for food truck permit

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the fee schedule to be effective January 1,
2025 is as follows:

Fees for Food Truck Permits
$350 per calendar year

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

Clerk, Meredith Hemmeke

Supervisor, Michael A. Sabatino

I, Meredith Hemmeke being the duly elected Clerk of Port Sheldon Township does
hereby certify the above resolution was passed by roll call vote at the Board Meeting held
Dec. 10, 2025.

Clerk, Meredith Hemmeke
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Prepared by:

Port Sheldon Township Board:
Mike Sabatino, Supervisor
Meredith Hemmeke, Clerk
Rachel Frantom, Treasurer

Luke DeVries, Trustee
Bill Monhollon, Trustee

Planning Commission:
Steve Grilley, Chair
Patrick Kelderhouse, Vice-Chair
Bill Monhollon, Twp Board Representative
Lori Stump, Secretary
Delwyn Petroelje
David Deleeuw
Nicole Timmer

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Mike Sabatino
Ben Mannies
Ben Randle
Don Sheill
Melissa Steenwyk
Jeff Balgoyen
Kim Gallup
Donna Kober

Prepared with assistance from:

Prein&Newho!

Engineers=Surveyorss Environmental = Lahoratory
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Executive Summary

Introduction

The purpose of this document, Port Sheldon Township Parks & Recreation five-year plan, is
intended to serve as a guide for present and future recreational resource development within the
township, including park land, park facilities, recreational programs, and public open spaces. It
advocates land acquisition and park development based on a survey of township residents,
population and housing trends, and a strategic analysis of recreation needs and opportunities.

To be effective as a guidance tool, it must be kept current, considering population shifts,
development of new projects, and changing attitudes towards leisure activities.

Short-term goals, such as maintenance issues and small recreation facility improvements can be
implemented quite easily with minimal costs. Long-term expansions/construction will require
additional study and involvement of residents to work out the site-specific details. This plan is to
serve as a guideline for the operation and maintenance of existing and future facilities and
programs to meet the recreational needs of the Township citizen’s and to protect important
environmental features for future generations. The plan summarizes long-term recommendations
intended to guide the development of recreation opportunities within the Township and describes
an action and financial program to implement improvements during the next five years.

Meeting the goals in this plan or revisiting the priorities as conditions change and/or funding
opportunities arise will help in grant solicitation from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR).

Community Description

Location:

Port Sheldon Township is located in Ottawa County within the central west part of Michigan's
Lower Peninsula. The Township’s Western boundary is formed by Lake Michigan, with Olive
Township to the East, Grand Haven Township to the North, and Park Township to the South. The
total land area of the township encompasses 24 square miles.

Geography:

U.S. 31, a North-South highway cutting across the Northeast corner of Port Sheldon Township,
connects the Township to the City of Holland and interstate I-196 to the South, and the cities of
Grand Haven and Muskegon to the North. [-196 provides a link to the Greater Grand Rapids area
and also links with 1-94 to the South that eventually terminates at Chicago. Major East-West travel
is by M-45, 2 miles North of Port Sheldon Township. Within the Township, Lake Shore Drive and
Butternut Drive are designated as primary roads by the Ottawa County Road Commission and
provide North-South travel along the Lakeshore. Primary East-West roads include Croswell Street
and Port Sheldon Road.
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Water Resources:

The Pigeon River runs through Port Sheldon and discharges
into Pigeon Lake, which empties into Lake Michigan through a
channel protected by two piers. The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources maintains public access on the north side of
the lake to facilitate recreational activities on Pigeon Lake and
Lake Michigan. Consumers Energy’s JH Campbell power plant
draws water from Pigeon Lake for cooling purposes and
discharges it into Lake Michigan.

Land Cover:

The township consists primarily of forested, agricultural,
commercial, and industrial land. Forested areas, mostly
privately owned, are concentrated near the township's center. i _
Agricultural land, also privately held, is largely situated along Kouw Park
the outskirts. There is a limited amount of commercial
development, mainly located along Butternut Drive, while
private industrial land is scattered, with concentrations
primarily along the north side of Pigeon Lake and along
Pigeon Creek.

Wildlife Habitat:

There is a wide variety of wildlife species that inhabit the
township. Numerous songbirds and other non-game wildlife
are present along with whitetail deer, Eastern Wild Turkeys,
small game animals and game birds. A diversity of habitats,
combined with a clean environment, is critical to the wildlife
in the township. The wildlife in the Township provides many Community Park
recreational opportunities including fishing, bird watching,
photography and nature study.

History:

In 1835, Eastern investors formed the Port Sheldon Land
Company, buying 600 acres to build a city near Pigeon Creek,
but the settlement collapsed despite early developments. By
the 1930s, the area became known for growing strawberries,
raspberries, and blueberries, and agriculture remains central
to the township today. Social and economic life once revolved
around the depot, post office, and general stores, with trains
transporting goods and passengers. Port Sheldon officially
became a township on April 7, 1924, after breaking away from Kouw Park
Olive Township due to concerns about fair representation. In
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1964, the Fire Department was established and took full responsibility for township protection by
1966, continuing its service to this day.

Demographics:

When planning for recreational needs, one of the most important components is to understand the
demographics and the social make-up of the community. The Township’s demographic data has
been compared to Olive Township and Ottawa County to provide a broader picture of the social
characteristics. The information below was gathered using the 2023 United States Census Bureau,
and it should also be noted that the Census data does account for people visiting or residing in the
Township during the summer months.

Population: The Township’s population has been steadily increasing over the past few decades. As
the population increases, so will the need for recreational facilities for both residents and tourists.

Jurisdiction 2010 2020 2023

Port Sheldon Township 4,240 5,040 5,334
Olive Township 4,375 5,007 5,081
Ottawa County 263,801 296,200 303,372

Age: The Township has a good distribution of ages, with a decent amount of people in each

category. Knowing the spread of age groups is important for creating recreational opportunities
that can serve everyone.

Port Sheldon Olive Ottawa
Age Township % Township % County %
Under 18 years 1,280 24.0% 1,169 23.0% 69,776 23.0%
18to 64 2,987 56.0% 3,353 66.0%( 182,023 60.0%
65 years and over 1,067 20.0% 508 10.0% 51,573 17.0%

Disabled Persons: If park and recreation facilities are not barrier free, many of these residents will
be limited in participating in recreational activities.

Port Sheldon Olive Ottawa
Population Township % Township % County %
Disabled Persons 293 5.5% 224 4.4% 20,023 6.6%
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Administrative Structure

The Township Supervisor administers Port Sheldon Township’s
Park and Recreation System. The Township Board determines
policy, budgets and improvements with advice from the
Recreation Committee. The Committee was enabled under the
“Recreation and Playgrounds Act, Public Act 156 of 1917” and is
currently comprised of seven Port Sheldon Township citizens
who are appointed by the Township Board.

There is also a Bike Path Committee to oversee the management Windsnest Park

and development of the Township’s bike path/trail system. The
Township currently contracts the maintenance of park facilities
to private landscape and maintenance companies.

The following diagram illustrates the organizational structure of
the Township and relationships between the staff, Township
Board and Recreation Committee:

Community Park

Township Board

Township
Staff

Bike Path Planning Recreation

Committee Commission Committee

Maintenance
Contractors

Relationships

Relationships with Other Agencies

The Township does not currently work with any local groups or agencies but would consider a
partnership should the possibility arise.

Volunteers

The Township is always looking for new volunteer partners to help in any capacity possible.
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Parks Budget and Funding

Parks & Recreation Annual Budget

GL NUMBER
Dept 751 - PARKS & RECREATION

DESCRIPTION

2024-25
AMENDED
BUDGET

2025-26
AMENDED
BUDGET

101-751-702.10

SALARY-KOUW PARK CUSTODIAN CONTRACT

101-751-702.20

SALARY - WINDSNEST CUSTOD

101-751-702.30 SALARY- TOWNSHIP HALL GROUNDS CUSTODIAN 1,125.00 3,000.00
101-751-702.40 SALARY - RECREATION COMM 1,000.00
101-751-702.50 SALARY - WN GUARD

101-751-702.60 ROAD END MAINT 1,000.00
101-751-727.10 SUPPLIES KOUW

101-751-727.20 SUPPLIES WN

101-751-727.30 TOWNHALL SUPPLIES

101-751-727.40 SUMMERFEST 14,000.00 10,000.00
101-751-801.00 CONTRACTED SERVICES

101-751-801.20 CONSULTANTS 10,000.00
101-751-831.10 GROUNDS UPKEEP - KP

101-751-831.30 GROUNDS UPKEEP - TH 15,000.00 15,000.00
101-751-831.70 GROUNDS UPKEEP

101-751-851.10 DATA SERVICES - KOUW 3,050.00 1,500.00
101-751-851.20 DATA SERVICES - WN 2,100.00 2,100.00
101-751-852.00 LAKE RESOURCES-BUOY/SIGNAGE/ETC 500.00 500.00
101-751-861.00 EXPENSES & MILEAGE

101-751-880.00 R.E.A.C.H 1,500.00 1,500.00
101-751-880.10 EVERGREEN COMMONS

101-751-880.20 RED CROSS

101-751-880.30 HOLLAND /PK/GR HAVEN REC 2,000.00 2,000.00
101-751-881.00 PARKING PERMIT DISCOUNT 5,000.00 5,000.00
101-751-921.10 UTILITIES KOUW 1,250.00 1,250.00
101-751-921.20 UTILITIES WN 1,250.00 1,600.00
101-751-921.30 UTILITIES VDB

101-751-931.10 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE KOUW 2,500.00 2,500.00
101-751-931.20 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE WN 5,000.00 2,500.00
101-751-931.30 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TH 6,000.00 6,000.00
101-751-931.40 SHELDON LANDING PARK 1,000.00 1,000.00
101-751-942.00 PORTAJON 1,500.00 1,500.00
101-751-955.10 MISCELLANEOUS KOUW PARK

101-751-955.20 MISCELLANEOUS WN PARK

101-751-955.30 MISCELLANEOUS TH

101-751-955.40 ROAD END MISC.

101-751-960.70 MISCELLANEOUS 5,000.00 5,000.00
101-751-961.00 WEED CONTROL 60,000.00 60,000.00
101-751-970.30 CAPITAL OUTLAY RECREATION 150,000.00 20,000.00
Totals for dept 751 - PARKS & RECREATION 279,775.00 | 151,950.00

2026-2031
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Resource Inventory

Recreation Inventory

Port Sheldon Township is concerned with providing
recreational opportunities to all Township residents. Nearby
entities such Olive Township, Ottawa County, and the State of
Michigan also provide recreational facilities and programs to
residents in the surrounding area. Port Sheldon Township and
their consultant, Prein & Newhof, conducted a tour of the parks
to evaluate current conditions and talk through potential future
improvements. The parks have also been evaluated for
accessibility using the accessibility assessment criteria set forth
by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

Community Recreation Planning

Recreation plays an increasingly important role in a family's
decision to move to a community. Recreational facilities not
only offer entertainment but also provide younger residents
with opportunities for constructive leisure. The Township
features eight park properties—four of which are developed
with amenities, while the remaining four consist of
undeveloped woodlands. Additionally, one public school in the
area includes recreational facilities. The Township also hosts
annual community events, such as Summerfest, which includes
a car show and a picnic.

Grant Inventory Community Park

Port Sheldon Township has been awarded just one DNR grant for the renovation of Windsnest Park
back in 2016. Windsnest Park now serves as a trailhead for kayakers along the Grand River to
Pigeon Lake section of the Lake Michigan Water Trail.

GRANT ASSISTED PARKS
PROJECT GRANT
PROJECT # PARK NAME VEAR DESCRIPTION STATUS

Improvements include restrooms, parking, pavilion,
#TF16-0216 Windsnest Park 2016 playground, overlook, kayak storage racks, water Closed
trail map, charging stations and amenities.
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Overall Township Parks & Recreation Inventory Map

| f
i

Zwemer; #érk

i
|

Oli_\{le Shores

i
|

HiawathalProperity,

B "Jh‘
Windsnest quk}.

NRBoatlaunch il sheigoniifanding

Port Sheldon\Community Park
; Port/Sheldon|Naturall/Areal ¥

\/

Van|BureniStreet Dunes

\/

Kouw/Park VanBuren|St!

Legend
' Port Sheldon Township Park / Property

v Regional Park / Property
D Township Boundary

10



DRAFT Port Sheldon Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2026-2031

Kouw Park

Size: 3.72 acres

Location: 5591 Lakeshore Drive, Holland

Description: Kouw Park is located on two hundred feet of Lake Michigan beachfront at the end of
Van Buren Street. The park features improved facilities including picnic shelter, play equipment,
restrooms and parking.

=Ty

Address: 5599 Lakeshore Ave, Holland, Ml 49424
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Windsnest Park

Size: 4.0 acres

Location: 7905 Margaret Avenue, West Olive

Description: This four acre park with almost 600’ of frontage on the Lake Michigan shoreline
underwent a complete renovation in 2019. Improvements include new play equipment, restrooms,
picnic shelter and parking. The boardwalk and play structure feature beautifully designed handicap
accessible features.

176:019 .

"

'Address: 7905 Margaret Avenue, West Olive, MI 49460

12
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Port Sheldon Community Park

Size: 3.7 acres

Location: Next to Port Sheldon Township Hall

Description: The park and township hall offer indoor and outdoor facilities. Indoor facilities
include a gymnasium/multi-purpose room, a kitchen and public restroom. These indoor facilities
are available on a rental basis only. Outdoor facilities include a softball diamond, tennis courts,
basketball courts, pickle ball courts, picnic shelter and play equipment (updated spring 2024),
seating areas and parking.

13
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Sheldon Landing

Size: 7 acres
Location: North side of the Pigeon River on Crab Drive, just east of Lake Shore Drive.

Description: This area includes the street right-of-way in which the road has been unused, along
with a strip of woods between the river and the right-of-way. The park has three land boat launches
enabling sportsmen/sportswomen access to the Pigeon River.

Sheldon Landlng

Address Crab Dr West Ollve Mi 49460

14
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Township Owned Parks

Accessibility

Acres Rating

Amenities

Paved parking, designated barrier free parking
spaces, restrooms, playground, accessible

K Park* Public Park 7
ouw Far LA 3 3 walkway routes, barrier free picnic tables. No
ADA beach access
Playground, grills and picnic tables, beach,
Windsnest Park* Public Park 4.0 4 restrooms, access pathways are ADA accessible,

no ADA beach access

Port Sheldon Community Community

Picnic shelter, restrooms, no ADA access

3.7 2 pathways to pickleball courts, tennis courts,
Park Park .
ar ar playground, and baseball field
Shelden Lndig Public Park 70 1 Gravel road entrance and turn around, picnic

table and bench, porta potty for restrooms

* = Contracted Ottawa County Parks Department to manage the park

Accessibility Scores:

1 = None of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines
2 = Some of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines
3 = Most of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines
4 = The entire park meets accessibility guidelines

5 = The entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design

Other Township Owned Properties

Description
Vanburen Street 40.2 Undeveloped woodland
Hiawatha Property 39.9 Undeveloped. Utility easement through property
Port Sheldon Cemetery 2.8 Paved access, maintained grass
Stanton St. Property 38.3 Undeveloped woodland
Zwemer Park 3.52 Undeveloped woodland
Township Property May Street 1.88 Easement property for a lift station

15
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Regional Facilities within Port Sheldon Township

Pigeon Lake Public Access - DNR: Approx. 2.7 Acres located West of Lakeshore Drive, opposite
the Township’s Sheldon Landing. This popular facility includes a hard-surface ramp, 63 parking
spaces and a rustic bathroom. The parking frequently overflows onto the street on summer
weekends.

Hemlock Crossings - Ottawa County: Offers 239 acres of woods and wetlands along the Pigeon
River in Port Sheldon Township just West of US 31 on West Olive Road. A pedestrian bridge and
numerous overlooks offer scenic views of the river corridor, wetlands, natural springs and woods.
Facilities include two small picnic shelters, a kayak/canoe launch, over a mile of paved trail and
over 6 miles of trails for hiking and cross-country skiing. Trails connect to Pine Bend County Park
on the West end of the property.

Port Sheldon Natural Area - Ottawa County: Port Sheldon Natural Area is 440 acres including
gently rolling terrain, woods, wildlife, ponds, and Ten Hagen Creek. The park is very rustic, with
limited parking and no restroom facilities.

VanBuren Street Dunes - Ottawa County: 120 acres of low open dunes and pine plantations
open for firearm and bow hunting.

Olive Shores - Ottawa County: This mostly wooded 20-acre site includes a mature beech-maple-
hemlock forest, a steep dune formation, and 738’ of Lake Michigan frontage. Improvements
completed in 2012 include a paved parking area, modern restrooms, a barrier-free trail loop, and an
extensive series of stairs and boardwalks traversing the dune and providing access to the sandy
beach. Decks provide seating and views of Lake Michigan.

School Facilities within Port Sheldon Township

Sheldon Woods Elementary: Offers local recreation facilities and program opportunities. West
Ottawa Middle School and High School complex are in neighboring Park Township

Private Recreation within Port Sheldon Township
Wuskowhan Players Club: Members only club with 18 holes

Regional Recreation Facilities in Neighboring Townships

Pigeon Creek Park - Ottawa County: Pigeon Creek Park is 282 acres with another 130 adjacent
acres of County Open Space land. Over ten miles of ski trails wind through old pine plantations,
mature deciduous forests and through bottomland forests along the Pigeon River (off-trail
snowshoeing is allowed).

16
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Kirk Park - Ottawa County: Stretching along Lake Michigan'’s shoreline for over 1/3 mile, this
park boasts 68 acres of sandy beach, high bluffs and wooded dunes. Nature trails with wooden
stairways wind through the wooded dunes, offering spectacular views of Lake Michigan. A paved
path leads to a deck overlooking the beach and Lake Michigan. This is a popular park for swimming,
sunbathing, picnicking and cross-country skiing.

Tunnel Park - Ottawa County: Along the shoreline of Lake Michigan, this popular 22 acre park s a
great place for swimming, sunbathing and picnicking. In addition to the unique tunnel through a
dune, this park has a children’s playground complete with a dune climb and a stairway with scenic
views of Lake Michigan.

Riley Trails - Ottawa County: 300 acres of rolling terrain, beech-maple forest, pine plantations, a
small lake and an extensive trail system located in Park Township. The property is enjoyed by
hikers, cross-country skiers, mountain bikers and other outdoor enthusiasts. Riley Trails includes
40 acres that was formerly the Southwest Ottawa County Landfill. The landfill cap is closed to the
public to protect the cap from damage and because of potentially harmful methane gas venting
through the pipes. Since the landfill has been closed and capped for several decades, the gas levels
are significantly reduced. The landfill area remains closed to the public, however, until gas
emissions are studied and determined to be at safe levels. In the future, the Parks hopes to open the
hill to the public for trails, overlooks and sledding.

Rosy Mound Natural Area - Ottawa County: A classic Great Lakes dune system including high
wooded dunes, foredunes, beach and a dune blowout. A 0.7 mile hiking trail from the parking area
to the Lake Michigan shoreline includes 1,000 feet of stairs up and down the dunes and scenic
views. A unique shade canopy, dune boardwalk trail and rustic toilets are located near the beach.

Holland State Park - Ottawa County: Known for sugar sand beaches, beautiful sunsets and views
of the iconic "Big Red" lighthouse. The park is home to two large campgrounds, an accessible
playground, opportunities for paddling and fishing, and connections to nonmotorized trails. The
state park consists of separate Lake Macatawa and Lake Michigan units on the northern side of the
channel connecting Lake Macatawa with Lake Michigan. A boating access site with a fish cleaning
station is located 1 mile east of the park.

Private Recreation in Neighboring Townships

Geneva Camp and Retreat Center: Private church camp off Lake Shore Drive on Lake Michigan.

Camp Blodgett: Cabins, recreation center, hall, sleeping rooms on Lakeshore Drive, West Olive.
Provides children’s camp programs and is available for groups for special events.

Dutch Treat Campgrounds & Recreation: RV and tent camping with swimming pool and other
recreational facilities.

Oak Grove Campground & Resort: Family RV resort with 135 sites, rental cabins, swimming pool
and playground.

17
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Golf Courses in Neighboring Townships

West Ottawa Gold Course: 27 hole public golf course and practice range
American Dunes Gold Course: 18 hole public golf course near Lake Michigan
Pigeon Creek Golf Course: 18 hole public golf course and practice range

Macatawa Legends: 18 hole private golf club and practice range

Planning Process

Public Input

Port Sheldon Township values the opinions and views of its residents and helped develop the
following process to gather the community’s thoughts by:

e The consultant, Prein & Newhof, worked with the Parks and Recreation Committee along with
township officials over the course of several months via phone, email, Zoom, and face to face
meetings.

e Making digital and hard copies of the survey available to all residents that asks specific questions of
the current parks and their goals for the future.

The next steps in the Parks and Recreation Masterplan process involve:

e Making the Draft Plan available to the public for 30 days to provide the community with a chance to
review and offer comments.

e A public hearing will be held prior to adopting the park plan on 1/14/2026 during the township
board meeting.

Survey Summary Results

There was a total of 58 responses to the survey. The survey results show that 91% of respondents
support investing in improvements to the current parks and trails system while 74% support
investing in new properties to expand the parks and trails system. 74% of respondents are in favor
of a small millage to help support the parks system, commenters noted that they would support a
millage for additional trails and park maintenance. 53% of respondents are in favor of establishing
park fees to help fund the parks system, additional comments note that they might support fees for
non-township residents or preferred annual “Pay to Use” passes.

(Q2) Top 5 most visited parks in the area

e Windsnest Park

e Hemlock Crossing

e Kouw Park

e Port Sheldon Community Park
e  Olive Shores

18
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(Q5) Top 3 most desired park properties to be improved or expanded:

e  Windsnest Park
e Kouw Park
e Port Sheldon Community Park

(Q10) Respondents believe parks and recreation funding should be focused on, in order:

1. Maintaining Existing Park Facilities

Existing Park Improvements

Expanding The Local Trail Network

Land Acquisition for New Parks & Open Spaces

B W

(Q11) When asked about what they liked about the existing recreation facilities, respondents noted:

e The trail system.
e Variety and quantity of nearby parks
e Overall park/trail cleanliness.

(Q12) When asked to provide concerns over the existing recreation facilities, respondents noted:

e The overcrowding of parks (Windsnest).
e The need for additional bike paths.
e Some bike paths are in need of maintenance/replacement.

(Q13) Top 3 organizations utilized for indoor/outdoor recreation:

e County Parks System
e Port Sheldon Parks and Recreation
e Michigan State Parks

(Q15) Top 5 reasons for visiting parks and trails:

e Natural Setting

e  Quiet/ Peacefull

e (lose to Home

e Health, Exercise, and Well-Being
e Safe

(Q16) Top 5 desired recreational opportunities respondents would participate in:

e Non-Motorized Multi-Purpose Trails.
e Paved Multi-Purpose Trails.

e Outdoor Water Recreation

e Playgrounds

e Picnic Areas

19
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(Q17) Top 3 improvements respondents think are most needed:

e Additional Multi-Purpose Trails
e Additional Paved Parking Areas
e Additional Restrooms

(Q18) When asked to provide comments on future community programming, the top responses
were:

e  Music venue.
e Nature based educational sessions for children.
e Community park cleanup events.

(Q20) When asked for additional thoughts regarding the parks and recreation facilities, the top
responses focused on:

e Improved trail network (specifically Stanton St. W of 31)
o Safety could be improved for the trails and beaches.
e  Prioritize park and trail maintenance.

The survey results also show that:

¢ (Q1) A majority of respondents have lived within the Township for 0-5 years (28%)

e (Q19) The best way to reach people for parks and recreation updates is by email/ newsletter (43%)
e (Q21) Most of the respondents were between ages 55-74 (49%)

e (Q22) Only 40% have a child under the age of 18 in their household.

Goals/Objectives/Actions

The information received from the public survey was analyzed to identify the goals and objectives
of the local community.

Goal 1: continue to expand and improve existing park facilities and lands to optimize
existing opportunities for the residents.

Objectives/Actions:

e Continue to improve and develop Windsnest Park.
e Improve and develop Zwemer Park as a Passive Park.

e Inassociation with Ottawa County, develop a trail system from Hemlock Crossing along the Pigeon
River to Sheldon Landing.

e Improve and renovate the aging facilities of Port Sheldon Community Park.

e Examine Kouw Park for parking lot improvements.

20
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Goal 2: provide a variety of facilities within each park to service all age groups and provide
activities to fulfill diverse recreational needs for people of all abilities.

Objectives/Actions:

e Renovate and install new playgrounds in line with current safety standards, providing more diverse
play opportunities.

e Enhance existing facilities to meet or exceed barrier free requirements.

e Provide a wider range of active and passive recreational facilities and strive to reduce known
deficiencies.

e Acquiring new property to address geographical and specific facility deficiencies.

Goal 3: Provide a geographically balanced park system to ensure recreation facilities are in
close proximity to all residents and to keep pace with the needs of the community.

Objectives/Actions:

e Targetlocation specific acquisition of land to ensure a good geographical distribution of recreational
facilities.

e Develop recreation facilities on existing park land owned by the Township.

e Acquire new land for future recreation opportunities.

e Provide connections between existing parks and natural /recreational facilities.

Goal 4: provide year-round recreational facilities that will meet the present and future
needs of the community.
Objectives/Actions:

e Expand opportunities for passive recreation and un-programmed activities such as picnic facilities,
walking trails, fishing and wildlife viewing.

e Connecting Hemlock Crossing and Sheldon Landing.

e Allow Township Hall ggymnasium to be used at specific times.

Goal 5: utilize corridors, drainage easements, and service areas for open space,
recreational and trail uses.

Objectives/Actions:

e Support Ottawa County’s goals and objectives to create a walking trail along the Pigeon River
connecting Hemlock crossing and Sheldon Landing.
e Continue to work with Ottawa County to connect park land.

Goal 6: strive to connect recreational facilities to schools, residential areas, and to each
other with non-motorized trail systems.

Objectives/Actions:

e Continue to develop the Township’s trail system both on and off road.
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Goal 7: promote and maintain relationships with Ottawa County, neighboring townships and
private entities to enhance recreational opportunities.
Objectives/Actions:

e Complement the recreational opportunities provided at the Ottawa County Parks.

e Maintain a strong relationship with Consumer’s Energy to ensure the long-term license and lease
agreements at Windsnest Park and Sheldon Landing.

e Expand opportunities with Consumer’s Energy to provide high quality park and recreation facilities.

e Continue communication with neighboring Townships to collaborate on recreational opportunities.

Goal 8: Preserve important natural features such as streams, wetlands, wooded areas, and
major wildlife habitat.

Objectives/Actions:

e Implement “Best Management Practices” on Township owned property adjacent to wetlands and
watercourses to improve the water quality.

e Develop management/maintenance strategies for natural areas owned by the Township.

e Design parks to encourage appropriate use and minimum impact on important natural features.

Goal 9: continue to maintain and enhance existing parks and facilities in the township.

Objectives/Actions:

e Upgrade existing facilities to exceed accessibility standards.
e Maintain current park amenities to ensure safety and security for the residents.

Goal 10: Acquire property as it becomes available to ensure that recreational
opportunities keep pace with the needs of the community.

Objectives/Actions:

e Acquire and develop waterfront access sites.
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