Port Sheldon Township Planning Commission
January 25, 2017
DeLeeuw called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
PRESENT: DeLeeuw, Monhollon, Stump, Timmer, Van Ginhoven
ABSENT:

Petroelje, Van Malsen

STAFF:

Davis, Moore

Motion by Van Ginhoven to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2016 meeting, supported by Timmer
and carried.
Vice Chair DeLeeuw introduced new Zoning Administrator Eric Davis. The Commission welcomed Mr. Davis
and said they are looking forward to working with him.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1. Application from Lakeshore Sand LLC to re-zone parcel 70-11-01-200-008 from AG to R-1. Tom Larabelle
from Allen Edwin and Wade Slagh from Lakeshore Sand were present. Mr. Larabelle presented their plan
to develop a residential community on the 40 acres parcel owned by Lakeshore Sand at the NE corner of
146th and Stanton. Several residents from the neighborhood were present and asked questions about exact
location and information in general. Moore reviewed the multi-step process necessary for this project. He
explained that rezoning from AG-1 to R-1 allows for smaller, and therefore more, lots on the subject
property. Moore also explained that PUD allows the Township to vary lot sizes, widths and other zoning
requirements of the R-1 district. Larabel said the plat would be done in two phases. Moore recommended
that the commission approve this rezoning from AG to R-1, as this is the area where we want such
development and said it is consistent with the Township Master Plan. Motion by Van Ginhoven to
recommend that the township board rezone parcel 70-11-01-200-008 from AG to R-1, supported by
Timmer and carried. DeLeeuw abstained from voting, citing a potential conflict of interest.
NEW BUSINESSES
1. Application from Lakeshore Sand to develop a PUD on parcel 70-11-01-200-008. Moore explained that the
rezoning from AG-1 to R-1 must take effect before the Township can further rezone the parcel from R-1 to
PUD, so there will not be a public hearing on the rezoning to PUD until February. He further summarized
that the setbacks in a PUD would be 35’. The applicant is requesting fewer lots than the ordinance allows;
75 rather than 85. This plan fits well and is similar to the Tradewinds and Corners developments nearby.
Monhollon suggested that the front setbacks for lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 be 50 feet because they are along 146th
Avenue, a main road. Mr. Larabel indicated that they are open to this, and indicated that the lots would be
accessed via two shared driveways. DeLeeuw asked about storm water drainage for the project. Mr.
Larabel explained that the open space will probably be a small pond, but they want as much woods and
natural area as possible and the lots will feel deeper because of a 50’ buffer around the outside of the
development.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Master plan updated- Moore distributed a draft to commissioners at the December meeting. Commissioners
will continue to review the draft and will bring questions and comments at the next meeting so that all
commissioners can be present to review it. Supervisor Baumann has some edits for the Master Plan.
DeLeeuw asked about the neighborhood commercial along Butternut. Moore said that the Plan still calls for
neighborhood commercial in this location, and that the commission may revisit neighborhood commercial
zoning in the future, but felt it was appropriate to keep the Neighborhood Commercial language in the
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Master Plan to help protect the area from more intense commercial development.

NEW BUSINESS:
Set meeting dates and elect officers.
Motion by DeLeeuw to elect Van Malsen as chair, support by Van Ginhoven and carried.
Motion by Van Ginhoven to elect DeLeeuw as vice-chair, support by Monhollon and carried.
Motion by Monhollon to elect Stump as secretary, support by Timmer and carried.
Commissioners agreed to keep the same meeting dates at time as years past; 4th Wednesdays at 6:00 PM, except
that November and December will be a combined meeting in early December.
Meeting dates for 2017 will be January 25, February 22, March 22, April 26, May 24, June 28, July 26,
August 23, September 27, October 25 and the November/December meeting on December 6.
Meeting adjourned at 6:41 PM.

_________________________________________________
Lori Stump, Secretary

